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Method Statement
Activity:
Use of the band saw (fixed bandsaws and portable bandsaws)
Location:
Props Workshop
Staff allowed
Members of the following departments once trained:


Any
Students allowed
Props, Props Associates Studies, Stage Managers


Year Ones 
As part of lessons only


Year Two 

Allowed under supervision

Year Three
Allowed under supervision
Risk Rating
A
Staff member actively supervising work


Rating can be reduced to B (Second person in the area, member of staff nominally supervising) if student signed off as “able to take responsibility on Skills Record Sheet

Date of revision:
May 09
Reviewed:
March 28th 2014 21Jan 2016 March 2017 July 2018  Nov 2019 Pat Shammon
Tasks, Associated Hazards, Action to be taken to avoid hazards
1.
Approved Tasks
Cutting wood, MDF, Perspex and other materials approved by Prop Making staff


We have a dedicated bandsaw  for cutting metal.do not cut metal on the other bandsaws.
2
Checks before use

1. That the power leads to the band saw and extractor unit are safely routed and in good condition.

2. That the extractor hose is properly fitted to the outlet on the band saw, the gate is open, and that the extractor bag isn’t full.

3. Ensure that the area around the saw, including the outfeed area by the lathe, is clear of obstructions and that the floor is clean.

4. That the work you are about to do will not obstruct or interfere with anyone else’s work.  Don’t process long lengths through the large band saw while anyone is working at the lathe.

5. When the work is large or bulky, ensure sufficient people are available to handle it.  If necessary, use the plywood extension table to support large work; strike it after use unless there is further need for it. 

3
Setting up the machine

1. The top guides and blade guard must be positioned as close as is practicable to the top surface of the work. Ensure that the locking screw is fully tightened after making adjustments.

2. Ensure that the blade is suitable for the work being undertaken and that it is properly tensioned. The tension indicator window should show a value equivalent to the width of the blade in millimetres.

3. When possible use the fence for straight cuts.  Make sure it is properly locked off. Don’t make adjustments to the guide rollers or tracking control or change the angle of the table without consulting the Prop Making Lecturer or the Technician.
4
Using the machine

1. Always wear eye protection and a Dust Mask when using the band saw.

2. In an emergency, tread hard on the brake pedal and hold it down until the blade has stopped.

3. Always use the dust extractor; ensure that it is switched on before switching on the saw. 
4. Always allow the motor to reach full speed before starting a cut.

5. Use push sticks when possible at the end of a cut, or throughout if the work is small.  Make sure push sticks are ready at hand before starting a cut.

6. When possible avoid pulling back from a cut.  When it is unavoidable, make releasing cuts first, or arrange work so that the distance pulled back is as short as possible. Avoid twisting the blade as this can pull it off the wheels and damage the machine.
7. Always ensure that the work is firmly supported by the machine’s table or by a jig if one is in use. When cross cutting circular stock, hold or clamp it so that it cannot be rotated by the blade.

8. Use the brake pedal to stop the motor and the blade before leaving the machine.  

5
After use

1. Return the top guide and guard to fence height if you have set them higher.

2. Switch off the dust extract

3. Put offcuts and any other waste in the bin.  Make sure you’ve left the floor clear.

4. Unlock the fence unless the setting is still needed.  Replace the fence on the guide bar if you’ve removed it.

5. Please report any damage, difficulty, or other concerns to the Prop Maker/Lecturer.

6.
Noise

This machine is not normally noisy when being used. However, certain operations or setups may result in more noise than usual and ear defenders may need to be worn

7.
P.P.E. and clothing

· clothing should not be loose or likely to be caught in the machine

· long hair should be tied back or in a hat

· Remove bracelets bangles, rings scarves and necklaces

· you must wear eye protection or full -face protection whenever the bandsaw is running, and a dust mask
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