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Method Statement
Technical Theatre Department


Activity
Using the paintbridge
Location
Scenic Paintshop
Staff allowed
Members of the following departments once trained:


Design Realisation (staff with current Alimak training certificate)
Students allowed

Year Ones 
 A  During class teaching only, under direct supervision



Year Twos 
 B  See Risk Rating below



Year Threes
 B  See Risk Rating below

Risk Rating


B Second person in the area, member of staff nominally supervising
(after training completed)
Date of creation/revision of COP   
19/09/05 VC
Reviewed 
                              5/10/15 VC
Reviewed                                              12/1/17 VC

Reviewed                                                4/5/18 VC

Reviewed                                                19/4/19 VC
Tasks, Associated Hazards, Action to be taken to avoid hazards
1.
Approved Tasks
Platform access to paintframe



2.
Before Use. 
.


· Check current inspection ticket to ensure inspections are up to date

· Check that the area around the platform is clear and the warning barrier is  installed.
· If the platform is down, check the control panel switch setting.  For all operations the bypass switch should be set to “O” and the function selection switch to “CPF”.

· The controls labelled “STOP NEXT LANDING”,  “STOP LEFT” and “STOP RIGHT” are not used.

· If the indicator “Phase failure” indicates that there is a fault in the incoming power supply, and the “Overload Motor Temperature” indicates a motor fault, this is usually caused by overloading of the platform.
· Check the Emergency Lowering function is working. (see emergency procedures)

· Do not use the machine if any checks are unsatisfactory
 3.
During use

Concentrate on the task
         The platform should only be controlled from one position at a time, either platform or base
          To ensure this, only a single key is given out which is to be moved betweed the key switches. DO NOT USE TWO KEYS AT ONCE, IE ONE ON THE PLATFORM AND ONE IN THE BASE PANEL.

             To lower the platform from the parked position fold back the base mast guards and secure into position with the latch. An alarm will sound to indicate that the guards are no longer in place around the mast.  Check that the area beneath the platform is clear and shout a warning that the bridge is moving  To drive the platform insert the key into base panel key switch and rotate. When the platform is at ground level the key is transferred to the platform panel and the alarm will stop.

    
To drive the bridge from ground position check that the platform gates are closed.  Keep personnel distributed along and to the centre of the bridge and not looking over the edge.  Check there is no obstruction and shout a warning that the bridge is moving. The platform is operated via a joystick control lever. To drive up push the joystick up.
         EMERGENCY PROCEDURES

         Stop Button:  There is a red stop button on the platform, mounted on the control panel. If pressed this will stop the platform.  It is possible to reset the button by twisting the outer ring and releasing. THIS BUTTON IS FOR EMERGENCY USE ONLY AND SHOULD NOT BE USED TO STOP THE PLATFORM MID TRAVEL
         Emergency base control:  Only to be used if the occupants of the platform are incapacitated and cannot   lower it. The emergency base control key is kept in a glass emergency box by the operation control panel.  It only controls the drive down function. (This function requires the power supply to be active and the platform to be safe to move as determined by the standard safety checks.)
         Before use ensure that anyone on the platform is clear of the drives and masts and are not trapped between the platform and the painting frame.  Also that they will not become trapped at high level when the platform descends. If this is the case, then alternative means of release should be considered.

         To operate this function, insert and turn the key.  It is spring loaded and needs to be held in position whilst the yellow button is pressed simultaneously to lower the platform. Releasing the key or pushbutton will stop the descent of the platform.
         Manual Lowering:  ONLY TO BE USED IN CASE OF POWER FAILURE OR EMERGENCY AND BY TRAINED STAFF MEMBERS.
         Before lowering, the emergency stop button on the platform should be pressed, to ensure that if the power is reconnected any uncontrolled movements do not occur.
         Inform any other personnel on the platform and in the area what you are about to do.
         There is a manual lowering device with a handle at each end of the platform.  To lower each end lift the bar slowly until the platform starts to descend.  This will be easier to do with two hands and elbows braced against the body so that stable force is used and descent smooth.  Ideally there will be one operator at each end working simultaneously but if the operation is single handed then it is recommended that the platform be lowered one metre at a time to prevent the firing of the overspeed device, and for maintaining a consistent level.
         Once at the lowest level it is possible to open the platform gates in the normal way.  All faults should be reported.

             Safety breaking device

         If the manual lowering speed exceeds the tripping speed of the safety device it will fire.  A clunk may be heard as the centrifugal weight in the device engages with the brake drum. This will then bring the platform to a stop.  

         Rescue will have to be effected by a breakdown engineer.

         The firing of the device will render the platform inoperative even on the restoration of power until it is reset.

             REMEMBER WHILST ON THE PLATFORM YOU ARE SAFE.

             DO NOT TRY TO CLIMB OFF THE PLATFORM OR UP THE MAST

4.
After use


When the bridge is not in use it should ideally be positioned at the lowest level, all the gates should be shut and the three phase isolator on the base panel turned off and locked off with a padlock. 
           If the bridge is to be parked at the top of the paintframe the key is taken from the platform control (whereby the alarm will sound) and is put into the base control panel. 

         ALL EQUIPMENT AND PASSENGERS MUST BE REMOVED PRIOR TO PARKING THE PLATFORM

          Gates to the platform must be shut, all personnel must be clear and a a check made that there are no obstructions. A warning should be shouted that the bridge is moving. The key is rotated to drive the bridge upwards.  When at it’s full height the emergency stop button should be pressed and the mast guards put in place. The alarm will stop when the gates are bolted in place.
        The isolator on the base panel is turned off and the key returned to the keyholder.
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