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Method Statement
Activity
Using the Tallescope
Location
Performance venues, rehearsal rooms and workshops. Indoor use only
Staff allowed
Members of any department if trained.
Students allowed
Once trained

Year Ones 
Under staff supervision 


Year Two 
Under staff supervision

Year Three 
Under staff supervision
Risk Rating
A
Under staff supervision  actively supervising work.

Special notes
The Tallescope can only be used on a flat floor, or steps, or a rake up to the limits of its adjustment 

No lone working. There must be two people present when the Tallescope is being used. 
Date of creation:


25 / 07 / 14 SDAH
Reviewed:


9 / 11 / 15 (AC – Logo & formatting) 07/03/16 SDAH



18/04/17 NP




06/02/19 Ben Collins 




11/02/20 – Ben Collins 
Tasks, Associated Hazards, Action to be taken to avoid hazards

1. Approved Tasks Indoor work at high level for one person
· The Tallescope MUST NOT be moved with a person in the work platform. 
· Whenever possible use a MEWP instead of the Tallescope because it is higher up the hierarchy of Health & safety
2. Before Use. 

· A trained staff member must approve use and supervise operations; clarify who this is before starting work.
· Carry out pre use inspection as specified on the Tallescope and do not use Tallescope if any faults are found. Report any faults, damage or maintenance carried out to Performance venues staff.

· Ensure the Tallescope has a valid inspection certificate covering the period of proposed use.
· Visually assess the work area for potential hazards e.g. unguarded edges, holes, traps, doors and surface irregularities. Check that the work area is capable of supporting the load.

3. Moving The Tallescope 
· Before moving the Tallescope
· Release the brakes.

· Check there are no obstructions or people in the way especially overhead.
· Move it carefully using 2 people looking where you are going.
The Tallescope  MUST NOT be moved with a person in the work platform
4. Elevating the Tallescope 
· Position the Tallescope where you want to work.

· Ensure the brakes are on the wheels.
· Check that the bubble is centred in the level. If not adjust the legs so that it is. 
· CHECK AGAIN that it is vertical.
· If the ladder section is horizontal, check it is fully retracted before making it vertical. Keep fingers clear of the sliding ladder sections. Finger trap hazard!
· Check all 4 of the clips that hold the ladder section vertical are engaged once the ladder section is upright.

· Check that the area above is clear of hazards or obstructions.
· Elevate the ladder section by pulling steadily on the ladder elevation operating line. Once at the desired height make sure both the spring loaded ladder hooks are correctly located on the ladder rung.

· Ensure that anyone working in the vicinity is wearing a Hard Hat
5.
During use;
· All tools should be secured to the operator with lanyards, other loose items required for the work in hand should be stored in the bag. Do not allow debris to accumulate.
· If you need to haul small items, lanterns etc under 15kg use the hauling line and position it within the footprint of the Tallescope.
· To minimise the risk of operator fatigue when climbing alternate operators. We have had an incident related to this hazard, Take care!

· Always maintain 3 points of contact when climbing
· The Tallescope MUST NOT  be moved when with a person in the work platform ever.

· Rescue strategy: in the case of an emergency, use rope access or powered access equipment to remove unconscious operator from the cage by rescue trained staff.
6.

After use;

· Ensure that the basket and tool tray are left empty and clean.
· The ladder should always be left in the fully down position 
7.

Periodic checks to be done before each usage period;
· Check visible parts for correct operation and function and signs of damage
· Check that moving parts operate freely and there are no breakages.

· To avoid damage; - aluminium is a soft metal and is easily damaged care should be taken to avoid impact and corrosive substances.
7.
Noise


· Surrounding sources of noise should be controlled during its use to enable clear communication.
8.     Light


Ensure there is a sufficient level of light to allow safe working. When                                             


focussing ensure the stage doesn’t go to blackout when moving the Tallescope.
9.
P.P.E. and clothing

· Anyone working in the performance venue with the Tallescope must wear a hard hat and safety footwear.
· The operator must ensure that all tools are secured  on a lanyard and that only loose items for the work in hand are contained in the cage or tool bag. 
· The person in the cage must wear a hard hat with a chin strap.
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